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Quotes

"...your thoughtful advice and input has made a real
difference to some of the trickiest issues we've worked on
together..."

"...a calm voice of reason, no matter what the pressures..."
"...reassuring and encyclopaedic knowledge of food law..."

"You have truly been one of the greatest supports to many
incidents that | have worked on and | (and many others)
have felt entirely safe with your hands guiding us through
some very tricky times..."

"...a fantastic lawyer and exemplary team player."
Background

Chris is an experienced food lawyer. He spent eight years
at the Food Standards Agency and led the in-house legal
team through Brexit, the pandemic, and supply chain
challenges associated with the Ukraine conflict.

He has extensive experience advising on general food law
and food safety; novel foods; food hygiene; regulated food
products; official controls and enforcement; food
information and labelling (especially allergens); inquests;
and nationally significant food incidents involving
withdrawal and recall.

Previous Experience

Food incidents- Withdrawal of sandwiches and salads from UK
supermarkets following discovery of banned insecticide residues
(fipronil) in imported eggs. Advised on regulators' powers to take
action to protect consumers; the risk of legal challenge by food
businesses; and of the implications for the UK of any restriction in
movement of imported products.

Withdrawal and recall of branded and own-label pet food following an
outbreak of pancytopenia in cats. Advised on the handling of the
incident at national level and liaison with the feed manufacturer, the
enforcement authority, and affected retailers.

Novel foods and regulated products- Advised on the handling of a
grace period for unauthorised products containing cannabidiol (CBD)
and their status under novel food legislation. This included advising
on risks of legal challenge and powers to take action to remove
products from the market.

Advised on the treatment of products containing 2,4-dinitrophenol
(DNP), illegally sold as a diet pill in the UK. In particular whether DNP,
a toxic industrial chemical, could be classified as a food and subject to
food law controls.

Food enforcement- Appeared for the FSA in obtaining an emergency
ban on the sale of raw cow's drinking milk by a farm following the
outbreak of almost 60 food poisoning cases in consumers in Cumbria.

Advised on the powers of official veterinarians to seize and detain
meat assessed as unfit for human consumption and its disposal as
animal by-products. This included assisting in the successful defence
of a challenge in the UK Supreme Court.

Food information and labelling- Advising on food labelling
flexibilities following supply chain interruptions and modification of
food recipes due to shortage of various ingredients, including
sunflower oil and soy lecithin.

Advising on the labelling of food allergies for pre-packed (PP) and
pre-packed for direct sale (PPDS) foods and the ability to make
changes to UK legislation to improve consumer protections.

Inquests - Appeared for the Food Standards Agency in inquests
relating to allergen and DNP fatalities and advised on the powers of
coroners in relation to the examination of witnesses and the securing
of evidence.



